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Mission: “We exist to glorify God by loving Him with all of our heart, 

delighting in His Word, and declaring His gospel in the power of the Holy 

Spirit for the transformation of lives in a vital and joyful union with Jesus 

Christ.” 

Vision: “Loving Jesus with all our heart; Living the Word for the 

transformation of the heart; Serving people from the heart.  

 

How will these things take root in our lives; How will they take root in our 

families and ministry; How will they be passed on to others unless we 

continually bathe ourselves in the redeeming grace of God. We need to be 

continually renewed in and through the gospel so that we are living the 

transformation we proclaim rather than drifting to self-absorbed living.  

 

The same question faces the Israelites in Deut 16. How will they maintain 

their identity as the people of God and keep God at the center of their 

affections if they aren’t continually reminded of His redeeming grace?  

 

If we could just fast forward the tape of people’s lives and choices, how 

much wiser they might be.  

 

Let me give you a glimpse of what happened in the life of Israel when they 

failed to remember the Lord. Let’s fast forward the tape to:  

 

� Psalm 106:6-7—“We have sinned like our fathers, we have 

committed iniquity, we have behaved wickedly. Our fathers in Egypt 

did not understand Thy wonders; They did not remember Thine 

abundant kindnesses, But rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea.” 

 

� Psalm 78:40-42—“How often they rebelled against Him in the 

wilderness, and grieved Him in the desert! And again and again they 

tempted God, and pained the Holy One of Israel. They did not 

remember His power, The day when He redeemed them from the 

adversary”  

 

We must rejoice in God’s grace as the rhythm of our lives. 

In other words, we must be continually renewed in the reality of God’s 

redeeming grace. Not just the bare facts of the Gospel—Jesus died for my 

sins and rose again—but understanding what that means and how it relates to 

everything in life.  

 

In Deut. 16, God gave the Israelites a specific rhythm of 3 yearly feasts that 

were to be observed as constant reminders of their dependence upon God’s 

grace.  

 

1. Passover & the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Deut. 16:1-8) 

 

They were to sacrifice a lamb each spring, to remember how God 

brought them out of Egypt; and how they were spared from the angel 

of death by the blood of a lamb over their doors. They were to 

remember how God delivered them from slavery by coming under 

the blood of sacrifice.  

 

Six times Moses emphasizes that they are to celebrate the Passover 

and the others feasts “in the place where the Lord chooses to 

establish His name” (vs. 2, 6, 7, 11, 15, 16). They were to come into 

the presence of God to worship on God’s terms. They were to adjust 

their lives to Him and demonstrate in their journey to Jerusalem, the 

singularity and supremacy of God in their lives.  

 

Immediately after Passover, they were to celebrate the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread. Seven days they were to eat what they called the 

“bread of affliction” because it was to remind them of the affliction 

from which the Lord delivered them—apart from His redeeming 

grace they would still be in horrific bondage. The absence of leaven 

reminded them of how quickly they needed to flee Egypt and the call 

to hasty obedience.  

 

 

 

 



The purpose (vs. 3b) of these celebrations is clearly stated at the end 

of vs. 3: “so that you may remember all the days of your life the day 

when you came out of the land of Egypt.” Their lives were to be in a 

constant rhythm of remembering and rejoicing in God’s redeeming 

grace.  

 

2. Feast of Weeks (Feast of Harvest; Pentecost; Deut. 16:9-12) 

 

Seven weeks after the beginning of the harvest, they were to 

celebrate the feast of weeks by bringing a freewill offering in 

proportion to how God had blessed them in their harvest.  

 

Take note of some important aspects of this feast: 

� They were to worship through giving, bringing a freewill 

offering that reflected how generously God had blessed them 

(10)  

� They were to worship with rejoicing before the Lord (11).  

� Their worship was corporate—it involved the whole 

community—men, women, children, servants, Levites, 

strangers, orphans, widows—everyone rejoicing in the 

generosity of God’s blessing (vs. 11).  

� Their worship involved seeking God’s presence (in the 

temple) and honoring His name as singular and supreme—

“in the place where the Lord chooses to establish His name 

(vs. 2, 6, 7, 11, 15, 16).  

Yet the ultimate purpose of this feast was not just to celebrate the 

blessing of harvest. Verse 12 says, “you shall remember that you 

were a slave in Egypt…” What does the harvest have to do with their 

deliverance from slavery? Every blessing they experienced in the 

promised land was the result of God’s grace that redeemed them out 

of slavery. Everything they have is a result of God’s grace. And they 

were to live in the constant remembrance of His gracious 

deliverance. 

 

  

3. Feast of Booths (Deut. 16:13-15) 

 

The Feast of Booths was a seven day celebration after the harvest 

when all of the grain and wine had been processed and properly 

stored. This was a grand finale celebration in which they were to be 

“altogether joyful” (15) in the generous outpouring of God’s 

goodness and blessing.  

 

Ajith Fernando: “Those who are conscience of God’s grace being the 

key to their lives will be joyful people. And their joy will be unmixed 

because they are conscious that God is altogether satisfying” (pg. 

429).  

 

This celebration is called the feast of booths because during these 

seven days they lived in little tents or booths as a graphic reminder of 

how they lived in the wilderness. It was a reminder from where they 

had come and God’s faithfulness and grace that had brought them to 

this place of abundance.  

 

These feasts functioned as constant reminders of God’s redeeming grace; that 

every blessing is the result of His grace and that all of life should be seen 

from this one perspective that God is to be honored as sufficient and supreme 

in our lives. We depend on Him and He is faithful.  

 

And yet these feasts were part of an even larger orchestration of rhythms  to 

keep their lives centered on God and His grace.  

� Sabbatical years every 7 years to release debts and indebted servants 

(Deut. 15) 

� Special tithes every 3 years (Deut. 14) 

� Annual tithes (Deut. 14) 

� Seasonal feast (Deut. 16) 

� Sabbath days (1 day in every 7) 

There was to be a constant rhythm of worship in their lives that anchored 

them to the centrality of God as their Creator and Redeemer. All of life is to 

be a response to His unspeakable grace.  

 

 



Verses 16 &17 summarize our passage:  [16-17] 

 

Three times a year they are to pull away from their work and travel to the 

Jerusalem to worship the Lord with grateful giving, rejoicing in God’s 

undeserved grace and abundant blessing. They are to demonstrate in their 

worship festivities that their lives revolve around God and not themselves.  

Every blessing they have ultimately comes from Him. He is their sufficiency, 

not themselves. Their livelihood is more dependent upon God’s grace and 

blessing than upon their ability and hard work.  

 

And they are not to come empty-handed: [vs. 17] 

To come empty-handed would be to deny that God’s gracious blessing was 

the reason for their abundance. To come empty-handed would be reveal a 

lack of gratitude. To come empty-handed would reveal their inability to 

comprehend the significance of God’s grace that had brought them out of 

Egypt and was now their constant supply.  

 

But to come with an offering that reflected the generosity of their all-

benevolent God, would combat the pride of self-sufficiency and maintain 

their sanity by reminding them that God’s grace was the essential soil in 

which they would survive and thrive; rather than the delusional idea that they 

could survive on their own.  

 

They, like we, were made for Him. We were made to be joyful in God, living 

our lives to the rhythm of His grace.  

 

As NT believers we no longer celebrate Passover as the Jews did. The Feasts 

are no longer a part of our worship because they have all been fulfilled in 

Christ.  

 

� In I Cor. 5:7-8 Paul points to Christ as our Passover sacrifice and the 

fulfillment of the feast of unleavened bread: “Clean out the old 

leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact 

unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. Let us 

therefore celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven 

of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 

and truth. 

� In Acts 2, it was on Pentecost (Feast of Weeks) that the Spirit of 

Christ was poured out on the church marking Christ as the source of 

our fullness of the Father’s joy and blessing.  

� Zech. 14:16-19 indicates that the focal point of the Feast of booths 

was worship of the King, the Lord of hosts, who we know as Christ.  

 

We have one focal point about which our lives are to revolve and it’s the 

cross. It is through the grace of the gospel that we receive all other blessings. 

Eph. 1:3—“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.”  

 

This is why we come to the Lord’s Table this morning. We too need to be 

reminded of the grace from which all of life flows. The gospel must become 

the lens through which we see all of life. We must grow in our understanding 

of the depth and richness of what Christ has done for us. We must learn to 

filter all of life through the sieve of the gospel. For example: 

 

� Marriage is transformed when we realize that we are to reflect Christ 

to each other by relating to each other with the mind of Christ—

putting the needs and interests of the other ahead of our own. For the 

husband this will look like Golgotha—laying down his life for his 

wife. For the bride this will look like Gethsemane—yielding the 

independent use of her rights to serve her husband as Jesus yielded 

His rights to serve us and Honor His Father.  

 

� When we feel that someone has taken advantage of us or not given 

us what we deserve, we can overcome bitterness by going back to the 

central truths of the gospel and reminding ourselves that we don’t 

deserve anything. The only thing we deserve, apart from the grace of 

God, is hell. But because God has so lavished His grace on me and 

because Christ is my inheritance, I don’t have to demand that others 

meet my needs or expectations. 

 

� When someone sins against me, I don’t need to demand payment 

from them to satisfy my bitterness. I can make payments on their 

debt by extending forgiveness to them in Christ because that is 

precisely what Jesus did for me.  

 

 

 



� Through the gospel, I am assured that God relates to me with love 

and favor because He seems me clothed in the righteousness of 

Christ. My sin fully pardoned by His death. This reality changes the 

way I view everything.  

 

Oh how desperately we need the rhythm of grace—the rhythm of returning to 

the cross every day. Is that the story of your life? Has Christ become the  

 

 

Communion:  

Bread: Unleavened Bread/I Cor. 11 

Cup: Eph 2: (11), 12-13 

 

 

To come empty-handed would say:  

We do not trust God to be the ultimate provider of our needs (we are 

not walking by faith). 

We are not grateful for God’s provision and blessing in our lives. 

God is not worthy of having supremacy in our financial world.  

We are not serious about imitating God (who is generous to us) 

through our obedience.  

We do not expect God to bless our faithfulness and obedience. 

We believe that what we have ultimately belongs to us rather than to 

God.  

 


